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AN  CHOMHDHÁIL  SPEISIALTA

Páirc an Chrócaigh

26 Eanáir, 2008 @ 12 nóin
Standing Orders 
In order that the proceedings of the Special Congress be carried out without delay, the following Standing Orders will be observed:

1.
The proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment thereto may speak 
for 5 minutes, but not more than 5 minutes.

2. A delegate speaking to a Resolution or an Amendment must not exceed 3 minutes.   A maximum of two delegates from any one county shall speak on any one motion.

3.
The proposer of a Resolution or Amendment may speak a second time 
for 3 minutes before a vote is taken, but no other Delegate may speak a 
second time to the same Resolution or Amendment.

4.
The Chairman may at any time he considers a matter has been 
sufficiently discussed call on the Proposer for a reply, and when that 
has been given a vote must be taken.

5.
A delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman, move “that the 
question be now put”, after which when the Proposer has spoken, a 
vote must be taken.

6. No motion shall be considered, other than that properly before the Congress.

7. A suspension of Standing Orders may only be allowed with the approval of two thirds of those present and voting.
An Chomhdháil Speisialta 

ar 26/1/2008

11.30 a.m.

Tae/Caife

12 noon

Opening of Special Congress

3.30 p.m.

Close of Special Congress

3.45 p.m.

Meal for Delegates to Special Congress
NA  RÚIN
Motion 1. 
That the following be added to Rule 139 (1) - Tournament 


Games, as adopted by Congress 2007:



“Subsidiary Inter County Competitions at the beginning of the 

year shall be completed before the beginning of the respective 

National Leagues, or be completed later under Floodlights, as 

mid week fixtures”.



Rules Affected – Rules 71, 72 and 89 O.G. 2007.







Ard Chomhairle

Motion 2.
Add the following as an Exception to Rule 138 - National 


Leagues


“Exception - The National Football and Hurling Leagues shall 

be constructed in order that they be completed - including Finals 

- over no more than eight, but not necessarily successive, 


weekends.”



Rule Affected – Rule 89 O.G. 2007. 







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 3.
That the Exception stated in Rule 125(a) - Team 



Party/Selections be amended to read as follows:-



“Exception - A Senior Inter County Team Party may have up to, 

but not more than 30 players for Championship Games only (but 

shall be confined to maximum of 24 players for National 


Leagues and other competitions) .



Rule Affected – Rule 2.5(ii) (a), Rules of Specification Part 2 


O.G. 2007.


(Note: if passed, the new provision in relation to National 


Leagues shall apply from 1 January 2009).






Ard Chomhairle
Motion 4.
That the opening paragraph of Rule 121(a) Provincial 


Championships be amended to read as follows:-



“Senior Provincial Championships shall begin no earlier than the 

third weekend in May and be decided during that month, June 

and July, and Provinces must send forward Teams to compete 

in All Ireland Championships on the dates required by the 


Central Council”. 



There is no other alteration to the Rule proposed in this Motion.



Rules Affected - Rules 71 and 72 O.G.  2007.







Ard Chomhairle

Motion 5.
That Rule 120 Sections (A) and (B) have the following added 

 them:-



“The Quarter Finals of the All Ireland Championship shall be 


completed by the August Bank Holiday Monday (i.e. first 


Monday in August).



Exception - A Replay at the Quarter-Final stage.”



Rule Affected – Rule 89 O.G.  2007. 







Ard Chomhairle

Motion 6.
Amend 120 Sections (A) and (B) by the following addition:-



“All Games in each Round of the All Ireland Qualifier 



Competitions and the Quarter-Finals shall be played over a 


single weekend.”



Rule Affected – Rule 89 O.G. 2007. 







Ard Chomhairle

Motion 7.
That Congress approves the following proposed amendments to 

Rule 3.5 (re Extra Time), Rules of Specification - taking each 

proposed amendment separately:-



(1)
Include in Rule 3.5 “all Minor Inter County Championship 


Games, except the Finals of the Provincial and All Ireland 


Championships,”



(2)
Include in Rule 3.5 “the Provincial and All Ireland Inter 


Club Championships, except the Senior Finals, ”



(3)
Add to the Rule - “Where Extra Time is to be played in the 


above designated Competitions, it shall consist of two 


periods of Extra Time of ten minutes each way, and if 



necessary two further periods of extra time of five minutes 


each way.”




Rules Affected - Rules 3.1, 3.4 and 3.7 Rules of 



Specification O.G. Part 2 2007, Rule 114 (d) (ii) and (iii) 


O.G. 2007.







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 8.
Add the following to Rule 59(c) -    



“A Charter shall be drafted annually in each County, in the 


Chairman of the County Committee on behalf of the Clubs and 

the County Committee, and County Team Manager(s) shall sign, 

prior to the appointment of the Managers.    The signing of the 

Charter will indicate acceptance of the agreed policy of the 


County Committee on the availability of players for Club 


Fixtures, Training, and other matters relevant to the playing of 

Club Fixtures in the County.     The Charter for each County 


shall be forwarded to the Central Council by 31st March each 

year.”.







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 9.
That the following be adopted as Section (a) of a New Rule to 

be included after existing Rule 116 O.G. 2007:-



“(a) 
The period of time during which Senior Inter County 



Players shall not be expected to fulfil Inter Club 



Championship Fixtures prior to Inter County 




Championship Games, in the same Code, shall be as 



follows:-



Senior Inter County Championships:-


(1)
All Ireland Finals - maximum 20 days.



(2)
All other Games   - maximum 13 days.



All other Grades of Championship, including All Ireland 


Minor and Under 21 Finals - maximum 7 days.



A County Bye Law may specify a lesser period in each case.”



Rules Affected - Rules 59, 60, 61 and 71 O.G. 2007. 






Ard Chomhairle
Motion 10.
That the following be adopted as Section (b) of a New Rule to 

be included after existing Rule 116 O.G. 2007:-



“(b) Senior Inter County Panels shall not be permitted to go on 

Training Weeks/Weekends after the Finals of the National 


Leagues having been played, except during the 13 days period 

prior to a Senior Championship Game, or during the 20 days 

prior to an All Ireland Senior Final.”



A County Bye Law may specify a lesser period”.



Rules Affected - Rules 59, 60, 61 and 71 O.G. 2007. 







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 11
Add to Rule 136 O.G. 2007 – 



“League Games at Adult Club Level within a County may not be 

postponed because of the involvement of players in Inter County 

Minor Games”.



Rules Affected - Rules 59, 60 and 61 O.G.  2007. 







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 12
Add the following to Rule 136 O.G.. 2007 - “A County that 


wishes to link League Performance and Championship Status 

must obtain formal permission annually from its Provincial 


Council”.



Rules Affected – Rules 59, 60, 61, 71, 72, 116 O.G. 2007. 







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 13
That the following be included as a New Rule after existing Rule 

71 O.G. 2007 -



“A County shall submit its Championship Programme to its 


Provincial Council by the 31st March each year, and the 


Provincial Council shall either approve or instruct adjustment to 

the Programme as is considered necessary.    Provincial 


Councils shall monitor the progress of each County’s 



Championship on a monthly basis.     


Any postponement of a Championship Game shall be notified to 

the Provincial Council within three days of the original date of 

the Game, and the reason for the postponement shall be given.    


A Provincial Council shall impose penalties for non compliance 

as laid down by Central Council, where it applies to games 


within its Province.    The Penalty shall be loss of Championship 

Expenses and/or Qualifier Grants.    



Each Provincial Council shall establish a Sub-Committee, to 


include the Provincial Chairman, to ensure that its 



responsibilities in relation to 
Club Fixtures are met, and this 

Sub-Committee, through the Chairman, 
shall report regularly to 

the Central Council Management Committee on 
action 


taken.



Provincial Councils shall organise an Annual Seminar for 


Counties on 
the subject of effective fixture making.”



Rules Affected - Rules 59, 60, 61, 71 and 72 O.G. 2007.”







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 14
That Special Congress requests each Provincial Council to 


consider the organisation of Provincial Senior Inter Club League 

Competitions, to coincide with the busy period of Senior Inter 

County activity.



Rules Affected – Rules 59, 60, 61, 71 and 72 O.G. 2007.







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 15
That the following be added to Rule 139 - Challenge Games 

(2), as adopted by Congress 2007:



“An Inter County Challenge Game shall not be permitted on 


Saturdays or Sundays after the end of the National Leagues, 

except where a Round of Adult Club Games have been played 

in the Counties involved between the Monday and the Saturday, 

inclusive, proceeding the proposed Challenge Game, or on the 

following day where the Game is played on a Saturday.     In 


order to meet these requirements, Counties may not fix relevant 

Club Games for successive days.



Permission for such proposed Challenge Games shall be 


refused by the sanctioning body unless it is satisfied that the 


conditions above have been met.    The Sanctioning Body may 

grant special permission in exceptional cases (e.g. Official 


Opening of a Grounds).” 



Rules Affected – Rules 59, 60, 61, 71, 72 and 89 O.G. 2007. 







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 16
That Special Congress temporarily set aside the provisions of 

Rule 82, with immediate effect, to consider setting aside for a 

period of two years, 2009 and 2010, the contents of Rules 120, 

121, 127, and 132, as they relate to Inter County Under 21 


Hurling Championships, for the purpose of the non organising of 

these Championships in the two years specified, as 



recommended in the Report of the Task Force on ‘Player 


Burnout’.



Rules Affected - Rules 82, 120, 121, 127 and 132 O.G. 2007 







Ard Chomhairle

Motion 17
That Special Congress temporarily set aside the provisions of 

Rule 82, with immediate effect, to consider setting aside for a 

period of two years, 2009 and 2010, the contents of Rules 120, 

121, 127, and 132, as they relate to Inter County Under 21 


Football Championships, for the purpose of the non organising 

of these Championships in the two years specified, as 


recommended in the Report of the Task Force on ‘Player 


Burnout’.



Rules Affected - Rules 82, 120, 121, 127 and 132 O.G. 2007 







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 18.
That Special Congress temporarily set aside the provisions of 

Rule 82, with immediate effect, to consider setting aside for a 

period of two years, 2009 and 2010, the contents of Rule 132 as 

it relates to the age for Inter County Minor Championships, for 

the purpose of these Competitions being organised as Under 19 

Hurling Competitions, as an experiment for the two years 


specified, as recommended in the Report of the Task Force on 

Player ‘Burn Out’.



The following Rules/Regulations shall apply to the Under 19 


Championships:-



(1)
A player shall be over 17 and under 19 years of age on 


the first of January of a Championship Year to be eligible 


to play in the Under 19 Championships.




Penalties - As in Rule 132 O.G. 2007


(2)
A player, who is under 19 on the first of January in a 



Championship Year, shall be ineligible to play in Senior 


Inter County Competitions.




Rule affected - Rule 128 O.G. 2007


(3)
The Championships shall be organised in accordance 


with the provisions outlined in Rules 120(l) and 121 



(excluding the months provision) O.G. 2007.      



(4)
The Championships shall be scheduled from late June to 


September.




 Rule affected - Rule 121 O.G. 2007


(5)
Registration of players for Inter County Under 19 



Championship shall be as applies currently for Inter 



County Minor Championships under Rule 127.




Rules Affected - Rules 82, 120, 121, 127, 128 and 132 


O.G. 2007







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 19
That Special Congress temporarily set aside the provisions of 

Rule 82, with immediate effect, to consider setting aside for a 

period of two years, 2009 and 2010, the contents of Rule 132 as 

it relates to the age for Inter County Minor Championships, for 

the purpose of these Competitions being organised as Under 19 

Football Competitions, as an experiment for the two years 


specified, as recommended in the Report of the Task Force on 

Player ‘Burn Out’.



The following Rules/Regulations shall apply to the Under 19 


Championships:-



(1)
A player shall be over 17 and under 19 years of age on 


the first of January of a Championship Year to be eligible 


to play in the Under 19 Championships.

   


Penalties - As in Rule 132 O.G. 2007



(2)
A player, who is under 19 on the first of January in a 



Championship Year, shall be ineligible to play in Senior 


Inter County Competitions.

   


 Rule affected - Rule 128 O.G. 2007



(3)
The Championships shall be organised in accordance 


with the provisions outlined in Rules 120(l) and 121 



(excluding the months provision) O.G. 2007.      



(4)
The Championships shall be scheduled from late June to 


September.




Rule affected - Rule 121 O.G. 2007


(5)
Registration of players for Inter County Under 19 



Championship shall be as applies currently for Inter 



County Minor Championships under Rule 127.




Rules Affected - Rules 82, 120, 121, 127, 128 and 132 


O.G. 2007







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 20
That Special Congress determine, in furtherance of the age for 

the Inter County Minor Championships being increased to Under 

19 for the experimental period of two years, 2009 and 2010, that 

in preparation for the Under 19 Championships, no Inter County 

Under 19 Challenge Games or collective Training shall be 


allowed between November 1st and March 31st leading to each 

Championship Year.







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 21
That Special Congress strongly recommends the following to the 

All Ireland Post Primary Schools Council:-



(1)
That Extra Time shall be played in the Knock-Out stages 


of all Post Primary Competitions.


(2)
That all Senior Post Primary School Finals shall  be 



completed by the 2nd weekend in April.


(3)
Those players eligible for Vocational Schools Junior 



Football and Hurling Competitions shall not be eligible for 


Vocational Schools Senior Inter County Football and 



Hurling Competitions.




Rules Affected – Rule 156 O.G. 2007







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 22
That Congress strongly recommends to the Higher Educational 

Council that no player shall be allowed to play in both (a) the 

Freshers Competitions and (b) the Sigerson and Fitzgibbon 


Cups/other Third Level Championships (and equivalent League 

Competitions).



Rule Affected – Rule 156O.G. 2007 










Ard Chomhairle
Motion 23
That the following be included as a New Rule in the Games 


Section of the O.G.:-



“The months of November and December shall be closed 


months for all games involving Inter County teams and collective 

Training for Inter County panels”.



Rules possible Affected - Rules 71, 72, 89, 120 and 138 O.G.  

2007.







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 24 
That Special Congress direct Provincial Councils in relation to 

Development Squads as follows:-



(1)
Under 16 and Under 17 Development Squads shall meet 


on a maximum of eight times between April 1st and 



September 30th each year, with an additional four days 


allocated for Competitions.
(2) All Under 16 and Under 17 Competitions must be in the form of blitzes, and focused on development, where all players have the opportunity to play.   Counties may play more than one team in order that all squad members get playing time.
(3) Players shall be members of Development Squads in their own age group only. 
(4) All Coaches working with Development Squads must have at least a Level 1 Coaching Qualification.


(5)
It will be the responsibility of the Provincial Games 



Development Committees to ensure that the above 



conditions are met.      

    


National Games Development Funding will be 




withdrawn from Counties who breach the above 



conditions.




Rule Affected – Rule 61 O.G. 2007 







Ard Chomhairle
Motion 25.
a)
That Rule 10 O.G. 2007, as amended at Congress 2007, 


be further amended by the following being added to the 


Exceptions:-



“Names mentioned in Referees Reports may be in 



English”



b)
That Rule 25 O.G. 2007, as amended at Congress 2007 


be further amended to read as follows:-




“A club shall not be named after a living person or after 


any existing political or semi-political organisation.   It 



must bear a name in the Irish language.




A motion to change the name of a club requires a two 



thirds majority of members entitled to vote and voting at 


the General Meeting.




Rules affected:   Rule 98 O.G. 2007.







Ard-Chomhairle
Rún 26.
That Rule 34 Exception (1) O.G. 2007 be amended to read:-



“(1) 
A player of a separately affiliated Hurling Club may play 


Football with a separately affiliated Football Club and vice 


versa, both to be within the one County, subject to any 


restrictions provided for in County Bye Laws”.




Remainder of the Rule to remain unchanged.




Rules Affected – Rules 23, 24, 25, 57 and 59 (a) O.G. 


2007.







Ard-Chomhairle

